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DRAFT 12/19/14 – SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
For Review and Adoption by the DSC at the January 29, 2015 Meeting 

 

December 18, 2014 
DELTA STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL  

Park Tower Plaza, Second Floor Conference Room 
980 9th Street, Sacramento, California  95814 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 

 
Thursday, December 18, 2014, 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
 
1. Welcome and Introductions  

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. on December 18, 2014 by Chair Randy Fiorini.   
 
2. Roll Call – Establish a Quorum (Water Code §85210.5)  

 
Roll call was taken and a quorum established at 9:05 a.m. The following members were 
present: Patrick Johnston, Randy Fiorini, Susan Tatayon, Phil Isenberg, Larry Ruhstaller. 
Council members Aja Brown and Frank Damrell arrived after the quorum was established 
and the November meeting summary was adopted. At the conclusion of the Executive 
Officer’s Report, Chair Fiorini requested the meeting summary reflect their presence. 
 
3. Adoption of November 20, 2014 Meeting Summary (Action Item) 
 
Chair Fiorini asked if there were any questions, suggestions or comments from the Council 
or public regarding the November 20, 2014 meeting summary. There were none.  
 
Motion: (Offered by Johnston; seconded by Tatayon) to approve the November 20, 2014 
Meeting Summary.  
 
Vote: (5/0:  Tatayon, Johnston, Isenberg, Fiorini, Ruhstaller) and the motion was adopted. 
(Damrell and Brown were not present at the time of the vote.) 
 
The video showing this vote can be found on the linked agenda at: http://cal-span.org/cgi-
bin/archive.php?player=silverlight&owner=DSC&date=2014-12-18 at 01:54. 
 
4. Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Fiorini gave a brief overview of the day. Chair Fiorini announced the Council had been 
chosen to receive an Executive Fellow and introduced Gavin Landgraf. Chair Fiorini stated 
Mr. Landgraf would speak to the Council later in the day. Chair Fiorini also announced Dan 
Siegel’s retirement. Mr. Siegel, Supervising Deputy Attorney General, will continue to work 
as a retired annuitant. Chair Fiorini’s last announcement was that it was Larry Ruhstaller’s 
last meeting and his term as Chair of the Delta Protection Commission was ending. Chair 
Fiorini presented Supervisor Ruhstaller with a certificate of appreciation on behalf of the 
Council for his service.   
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5. Executive Officer’s Report 

 
The Executive Officer’s Report was presented by Chief Deputy Dan Ray. Mr. Ray provided 
a brief overview of the expectations for the day. Key items were the acceptance of the final 
draft Delta Levee Investment Issue Paper, a briefing on the California Water Plan Update 
2013 and how it aligns with the Delta Plan, and an update on progress in implementing the 
Delta Plan and Performance Measures.  
 
Next, Mr. Ray discussed the recent rain and recovering water supplies and concluded by 
announcing two new Council hires, Kelly Souza and Michael Oakes. Mr. Ray also 
announced the retirement of Paul Issacs, one of the Council’s staff. Mr. Ray announced that 
the State Board had hired Michael George as Watermaster, replacing Craig Wilson, who 
had also recently retired. 
 
Following Mr. Ray’s administrative announcements, he called Executive Fellow Gavin 
Landgraf to update the Council on federal legislation related to the California drought relief. 
Mr. Landgraf’s update is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-december-18-2014-meeting-
agenda-item-5-report-council-federal-drought 
 
Legislative Update 
There was no Legislative Update provided at the meeting. 
 
Legal Update 
There was no Legal Update provided at this meeting.  
 
6.  Lead Scientist’s Report 
 
Dr. Peter Goodwin presented the Lead Scientist’s Report. First, Dr. Goodwin announced the 
departure of ISB member Dr. Judy Meyer and the request for nomination. An 
announcement will be posted on the Council website at the end of the month. Dr. Goodwin 
reported on collaborative science activities and science communications as well as an 
update on El Nino and By the Numbers. 
 
The staff report for the Lead Scientist’s Report is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/Item_6_Lead%20Scientist%27s%20Re
port.pdf 
 
At the conclusion of the Lead Scientist’s Report, Dr. Goodwin invited Sam Harader to the 
panel table to update the Council on El Nino. Finally, Mr. Harader provided a summary of 
the current numbers relating to Delta water and environmental management. An updated 
version of By the Numbers was provided to the Council as a handout and is posted on the 
Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/Item_6_Attach_1_Updated_By%20the
%20Numbers.pdf 
 
Throughout the discussion of the Lead Scientist’s Report, Dr. Goodwin heard Council 
members’ comments, answered questions, and provided clarification.    
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At the conclusion of the Lead Scientist’s Report, Chair Fiorini asked if there were any 
members of the public who wished to comment. There were none. 

 
7. Endorsement of the Delta Levees Investment Strategy Issue Paper (Action Item) 
 
Dan Ray introduced Item 7 and turned to Cindy Messer and Dustin Jones to present this 
item. Ms. Messer described the action item, Endorsement of the Delta Levees Investment 
Strategy Issue Paper, and Mr. Jones discussed the changes that were made as a result of 
the comments received. The staff report for Item 7 is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/Item_7rev.pdf and the draft Issue Paper 
is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/Item_7_Attach_1_Levee%20Investment
%20Strategy%20Issue%20Paper_120914%20--%20dkr%20final.pdf 
 
A letter to Chair Fiorini from the Local Agencies of the North Delta was provided to the 
Council as a handout and is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/Levee%20Prioritization%20Modeling%2
0Comments%2012%2012%2014.pdf 
 
Throughout the presentation of the final draft Delta Levees Investment Strategy Issue 
Paper, Ms. Messer, Mr. Jones, and Mr. Ray heard Council members’ comments, provided 
clarification, and answered questions. 
 
Following the presentation of Item 7, Chair Fiorini asked if there were any members of the 
public who wished to comment before a motion and vote would be entertained. 
 
Public Comment – Agenda Item 7 
 
Eric Ringelberg, Local Agencies of the North Delta, commented on the coordination 
between modeling and policy. Mr. Ringelberg felt that there were still a few issues that the 
District engineers needed to further develop with staff to get a better understanding of the 
path forward. Mr. Ringelberg stated that the Issue Paper should articulate clearly the state 
and federal processes that are already in existence. Mr. Ringelberg’s comments are 
included in the letter provided to Chair Fiorini.    
 
Melinda Terry, California Central Valley Flood Control Association, stated she felt the Issue 
Paper was a good start and that they had submitted extensive comments on it that are 
posted on the Council website at http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2014/12/4%20-
%20DSC%20Delta%20Levee%20Investment%20comments%2C%20Issue%20Paper%2C
%20Oct%2027%202014%2C%20CCVFCA.pdf. Ms. Terry also addressed next steps and 
stated there was a disconnect on what was being worked on and what was discussed in the 
Issue Paper. She asked what the objective was and what the standard was for suggesting a 
workshop to further discuss the issues. 
 
Following the public comment at the request of Council member Johnston, Ms. Messer 
described the “next steps”, such as bringing in experts to offer additional information and 
thoughts, particularly on six questions that are listed in the staff report.  
 
Motion: (Offered by Isenberg; seconded by Johnston) to receive and accept the draft Delta 
Levees Investment Strategy Issue Paper.  
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Vote: (7/0:  Damrell, Fiorini, Johnston, Tatayon, Brown, Isenberg, Ruhstaller) and the 
motion was adopted.  
 
The video showing this vote can be found on the linked agenda at: http://cal-span.org/cgi-
bin/archive.php?player=silverlight&owner=DSC&date=2014-12-18 
at 1:39:54. 
 
At the conclusion of Agenda Item 7, the Council recessed for 10 minutes and resumed the 
meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
 
8.  California Water Plan Update 
 
Agenda Item 8 was presented by Kevan Samsam. Mr. Samsam stated the California Water 
Plan Update 2013 was released in October and was designed to work in tandem with, and 
help implement the Governor’s California Water Action Plan and the Council’s Delta Plan. 
Mr. Samsam was joined by Kamyar Guveitchi, manager for statewide integrated water 
management with the Department of Water Resources. After a brief introduction by Mr. 
Samsam, Mr. Guveitchi provided a PowerPoint presentation that is posted on the Council 
website at http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-december-18-2014-
meeting-agenda-item-8-presentation-california-water 
 
The staff report for Agenda Item 8 is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-december-18-2014-meeting-
agenda-item-8-california-water-plan-update 
 
Throughout the presentation Mr. Samsam and Mr. Guveitchi heard Council members’ 
comments, answered questions and provided clarification.    
 
Chair Fiorini asked if there were any members of the public who wished to comment. There 
were none.  
 
9. Report on Progress in Implementing the Delta Plan and Performance Measures 
 
Agenda Item 9 was presented by Ms. Messer and John Ryan. Ms. Messer began by making 
introductory remarks. She explained that the Delta Plan currently has 161 performance 
measures in three types. There are 118 administrative measures, 21 output measures, and 
22 outcome measures. Ms. Messer explained what the three types of measures were by 
providing examples. Ms. Messer also explained the three steps involved for full 
implementation of a performance measure as well as efforts to date.   
 
The staff report and attachment for this item is posted on the Council website at 
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-stewardship-council-december-18-2014-meeting-
agenda-item-9-report-progress-implentating and http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/docs/delta-
stewardship-council-december-18-2014-meeting-agenda-item-9-attachment-1-table 
 
Throughout the discussion of Item 9, Ms. Messer and Mr. Ryan heard Council members’ 
comments, answered questions, and provided clarification.    
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Chair Fiorini asked if there were any members of the public who wished to comment. There 
were none. 
 
10.  Public Comment.  
 
Chair Fiorini asked if there were any other members of the public who wished to comment.  
 
Public Comment – Agenda Item 10 
 
Michael Brodsky, Save the California Delta Alliance, asked about the performance measure 
for restoring more natural in-Delta Flows and Mr. Ray clarified that performance Delta flows 
are derived from water quality objectives of the state and regional water boards. 
 
11.  Preparation for Next Council Meeting – Discuss (a) expected agenda items; (b) 

new work assignments for staff; (c) requests from Council members; and (d) 
confirm next meeting date – January 29, 2014.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m. 


